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marginal emphysema, no abnormal appearance was detected
in any of the organs of the body.
I am. Sirs. yours obediently,
E. H. BIDDLECOMBE, M.B Loud.,
Resident Medical Officer, Royal United Hospital, Bath.
THE ASSOCIATION OF DIPLOMATES AND
STUDENTS OF THE LONDON MEDICAL
SCHOOLS AND THE PROPOSED GRESHAM
UNIVERSITY
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I am sending you a parchment skin with print of
petition attached which you have kindly consented to place
in your office for signature by diplomates and students of the
London medical schools interested in the movement. May I
ask you to be good enough to allow me to announce through
the medium of your columns that the original petition is, by
consent of the President of the British Medical Association,
placed in the Library of the Association at No. 429, Strand,
and that other parchment skins have been sent to the deans
of the various London hospitals for signature by students
and resident diplomates. My committee have found it im-
possible to send the original petition from house to house,
and they trust that the diplomates will so far consult
their own personal interests as to put themselves to the
slight trouble of calling to sign the petition at one of the
places where the skins are leit.
T n.m Sirs yours faithfully,
ERNEST W. GREENWOOD, Hon. Secretary.
MANCHESTER.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
The Hospitals.
DURING the past week or two many of our local medical
charities have held their annual meetings, and, unfor-
tunately, with the majority of them financial difficulties
are the rule, income and expenditure balancing on the
wrong side. At the Children’s Hospital a good year’s
record of work was presented. In the out-patient depart-
ment 10,571 cases have been treated; whilst the number
admitted as in-patients was 1249, the average cost of these
latter being &pound;5 18s. 9d. The reputation of the hospital as
a training school for nurses is maintained, 280 applications
for admission to the nursing staff having been received
during the year. The total expenditure had been &pound;7330,
and the ordinary income from subscriptions &c. had fallen
1000 below this amount. Mr. Oliver Heywood, who for many
years has been one of this hospital’s warmest supporters,
foreshadowed the possibility in the near future of some appli-
cation of public moneys to the support of medical charities,
and the May or, in his speech at the meeting, more than hinted
at the same thing. As a Bill has been introduced into the
Commons this session having for its object this very pro-
posal, ia is possible public attention may be directed to the
matter of rate support to hospitals.&mdash;The Hospital for
Skin Diseases (which was originally an oS’shooo of the
Lock) wants to extend its work by providing accommoda.
tion for in-patients, and the committee are doing their best
to obtain funds for this purpose -The report of the managers
of the Eye Hospital was the exception to the rule; for,
without any diminution of efficiency, they were able to
point to a balance of &pound;957 in excess of expenditure. They
xeferred with gratitude to the support they receive from the
adjoining districts and places outside Manchester, from
whence, as with most of our other hospicats, so many
of the patients come. Nearly 18,000 out-patients and
1241 in-patients is the record of the year’s work here
in bald figures.&mdash;The Clinical Hospital for Women and
children had its annual meeting, presided over by the
Bishop, and the only unsatisfactory item of its report
was the adverse financial one. The report showed a
deficiency of 1625, and, unless help be forthcoming, the
work of the charity will have to be curtailed. Here again
Mr. C. Sehwann, M.P., who moved a vote of thanks to the
staff, alluded to the possibiliby of support being given fromthe rates for public hospitals, and expressed himself as
being of the same opinion as the Mayor in this respect.-
The eighth annual meeting of the Dental Hospital was held
yesterday. Up to the present only out-patients have been
dealt with, the present accommodation not permitting the
treatment of in-patients. The committee appeal for funds
to provide a new building, in which the latter can be
received. They have procured a suitable site from moneys
received from the late Mr. Procter, by whom so many other
Manchester charities have been helped, and hope at an
early date to have funds sufficient to commence building
operations. Last year 12,072 patients were treated, a con-
siderable number of whom were attended in the evening,
thus preventing loss of time to poor people engaged at
work during the daytime.-At the annual meeting of the
Blind Asylum a very discordant note was struck. This
institution contains 170 patients, and usually pursues the
useful tenour of its way without attracting much public
attention. This year, on submitting the minutes for con-
firmation, a proposal to advance the secretary’s salary by
&pound;50 was opposed by Messrs. Hobbs and Helm, both of
whom’have taken an asdve part in the management. The
proposal was, however, adopted by the meeting (which was
a comparatively small one); but when the names of the
members of the Board for the ensuiog year were before the
meeting these two gentlemen were blackballed and others
substituted. This action has caused much adverse criticism,
especially as Mr. Helm is known throughout the city as a
warm-hearted philanthropist, helping in the work of more
than one local charity with his time, energy, and money.
Hospital Sunday.
Sunday last was set apart as Hospital Sunday, and
Saturday next will be Hospital Saturday. This is the
twenty-third time in which funds have been raised in this
manner for the hospitals here. Last year upwards of &pound;8800
was obtained. Sunday last was, unfortunately, a wet day,
and not propitious for the occasion. The committee appeal
strongly this year for assistance from the numerous towns
and districts which furnish so many of the patients to our
hospitals, though many of these have of late years either
erected or enlarged their own local hospitals.
Tuurn Refuse.
Suburban districts, like cities, are getting the problem of
disposal of their refuse prominently thrust upon them. The
Withington Local Bjard, whose township borders closely on
us, has been making application to borrow money for the
erection of a destructor, but was opposed by one of our
boards of guardians on the ground that the site was in too
close proximity to their workhouse. Seeing, however, that
the distance therefrom was between three and four hundred
yards, and that many towns have them working, apparently
without nuisance, in the midst of dwelling-houses, the
opposibion appears scarcely called for.
Drink or Apoplexy?
Ib sometimes happens that the police are blamed for
keeping persons locked up in a cell as drunk when the
unfortunate individual has been suftering from cerebral
hsemorrhage. The diffi3ulty which is at times experienced
in diagnosing these cases has received an unfortunate illus-
tration recently. A man who had been drinking and fight-
ing was taken to the infirmary with a scalp wound. After
being dressed he was sent away in charge of the police, who
locked him up as drunk, but sborbly afterwards brought
him back to the infirmary by order of the inspector, who
thought him suffering from something more than drink.
He was again examined by the house surgeon, together with
another resident officer, who both failed to detect any sym-
ptoms of serious injury, and he was again sent back to the
police cells. The following morning he was admitted to the
infirmary in an unconscious condition, and died a few hours
afterwards. At the post-mortem examination was dis-
covered a fracture at the base of the skull, with extensive
h&aelig;morrhage into the brain.
Medical Scholarship.
Slowly year by year the number of prizes and scholarships
in the medical department of the college are increasing.
Under the will of the late Mr. Henry Agnew &pound;1000 IS
provided to found another medical scholarship. By the
same will the Children’s Hospital benefits to a like amount.
Inflwnza &c.
Hitherto we have escaped the prevailing epidemic fairly
well. Four or five deaths a week the last month is the sum
total of the mortality caused by it, and at present there are
